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TOMORROW'S HOUSES

52. Bar-Z-Gunite. American house with light
steel framework and rendering of cement on
expanded metal inside and out. Early I930's.

After the last war, a multitude
of types of concrete houses were
also evolved, and many thousands
were built. Not all attempted a
high degree of prefabrication, the
majority being of the concrete
block type, the method of con-
struction of wThich differed little
from that of the traditional mason-
ry houses. The Boot Pier and
Panel house is typical of a pre-
fabricated type which was widely
used ; it had pre-cast posts the
full height of the house set at
about 3 ft. o in. intervals, with
breeze walls set between to form
a cavity wall; the wall faces were
stuccoed.

The ductile nature of the ma-
terial led some sponsors of con-
crete houses to produce very large
pre-cast units, as in the Waller
house, but these-big units require
a correspondingly elaborate or-
ganisation for their manipulation
and on the one scheme of any
extent which used them, a hous-
ing scheme at Poole, this organi-
sation was deficient and the firm went into liquidation. '

Round about 1926-30 these alternative systems of house building fell,
one and all, into disuse. It will be understood that they had been con-
sidered in the country as a makeshift and this feeling prejudiced consider-
ation of their intrinsic merits as buildings; it sprang rather from an
innate conservatism among the people so that when the immediate
shortage of houses was made good and the normal channels of the building
industry could once more cope with the demand the new methods were
dropped. They had not, by and large, proved cheaper than comparable
brick houses and they could not compete on level terms in view of the
prejudice against them.

The mistake had been made by all these hopeful innovators of trying to
compete with, traditional buildings on their own ground; the new types
were, in design, mostly inferior imitations of brick buildings. No attempt
had beea made to evolve designs which suited, and took advantage of,
tie new structural concepts. So utterly bankrupt was the movement in

53. Boot Pier and Panel House. Precast concrete
piers, with precast cavity wall slabs of breeze
concrete between. 1924 onwards.